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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 6/20/2003 was filed. 
The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 25 and 35 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 
25, line 4 the claim reads "launched during the startup sequence". This claim should 
read "launched during a startup sequence" as "startup sequence is not previously 
presented in the independent claim 25. In claim 35, line 1 the claim reads "The 
computer system of claim 35", this claim should read "The computer system of claim 
34". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Harding(US Patent 5,794,052). 
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As to claim 1 , Harding discloses a method for controlling a startup 
sequence(software installation and setup, see column 4, line 11) in a computer 
system(computer system 300, see Fig. 2) comprising the steps of monitoring at least 
one aspect of a plurality of startup applications(software programs, see column 4, lines 
19-20) launched during the startup sequence(see column 4, lines 35-44) and analyzing 
the at least one aspect(individual modules of each software program, see column 4, 
lines 31-33) of the plurality of startup applications to based on at least one 
criteria(changes, see column 4, line 51), the at least one criteria indicating whether a 
portion of the plurality of startup applications is extraneous at startup(see Fig. 3, step 
590 and column 14, lines 29-31). Harding also discloses the method of controlling a 
startup sequence comprising automatically removing from the startup sequence at least 
one of the portion of the plurality of startup applications that are extraneous(see Fig. 3, 
step 590 and column 14, lines 29-33). 

As to claim 2, Harding discloses the method wherein the analyzing step further 
includes the step of analyzing at least one characteristic of the plurality of startup 
applications, the portion of the plurality of startup applications exhibiting the at least one 
undesirable characteristic(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 3, Harding discloses the method wherein the at least one undesirable 
characteristic includes a particular termination method(see column 4, lines 51-52 and 
column 14, lines 27-30). 
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As to claim 4, Harding discloses the method wherein the at least one undesirable 
characteristic includes a time of termination less than a particular threshold(see column 
4, lines 51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 5, Harding discloses the method wherein the at least one undesirable 
characteristic includes a crash rate greater than a particular threshold(see column 4, 
lines 51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 6, Harding discloses the method wherein each of the portion of the 
plurality loads an icon and wherein the at least one undesirable characteristic is use of 
the icon being below a particular threshold(see column 4, lines 51-52 and column 14, 
lines 27-30). 

As to claim 7, Harding discloses the method wherein the analyzing step further 
includes the step of analyzing at least one behavior of the plurality of startup 
applications, the portion of the plurality of startup applications exhibiting at least one 
aberrant behavior(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 8, Harding discloses the method wherein the analyzing step further 
includes the step of determining whether hardware utilized by each of the plurality of 
startup applications is available on the computer system, the portion of the plurality of 
utilizing unavailable hardware(see column 5, lines 3-5). 

As to claim 9, Harding discloses the method wherein the automatically removing 
step further includes the step of providing a notification that the portion of the plurality of 
startup applications is extraneous(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 
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As to claim 10, Harding discloses the method wherein the automatically removing 
step further includes the steps of allowing a user to indicate whether the at least one of 
the portion of the plurality of startup applications is desired to be removed(see column 
8, lines 4-6), and automatically removing at least one of the portion of the plurality of 
startup applications from the startup sequence only if the user indicates that the at least 
one of the portion of the plurality of startup applications is desired to be removed(see 
Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 1 1 , Harding discloses the method wherein the automatically removing 
step further includes the step of blacklisting the at least one of the portion of the plurality 
of startup applications so that the at least one of the portion of the plurality of startup 
applications is not reentered to the startup sequence without the user's explicit 
approval(see column 8, lines 11-14). 

As to claim 12, Harding discloses the method wherein the automatically removing 
step further includes the steps of allowing a user to select between automatically 
removing the at least one of the portion of plurality of applications from the startup 
sequence and uninstalling the at least one of the portion of plurality of applications(see 
Fig. 3, step 590; column 14, lines 29-33; and column 8, lines 11-14). 

As to claim 13, Harding discloses a computer-readable medium containing a 
program for controlling a startup sequence(software installation and setup, see column 
4, line 11) in a computer system(computer system 300, see Fig. 2), the program 
including instructions for monitoring at least one aspect of a plurality of startup 
applications(software programs, see column 4, lines 19-20) launched during the startup 
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sequence(see column 4, lines 35-44), and analyzing the at least one aspect(individual 
modules of each software program, see column 4, lines 31-33) of the plurality of startup 
applications based on at least one criteria(changes, see column 4, line 51), the at least 
one criteria indicating whether a portion of the plurality of startup applications is 
extraneous at startup(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). Harding also 
discloses the computer-readable medium containing a program for controlling a startup 
sequence automatically removing from the startup sequence at least one of the portion 
of the plurality of startup applications that is extraneous(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 
14, lines 29-33). 

As to claim 14, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
analyzing instructions further includes instructions for analyzing at least one 
characteristic of the plurality of startup applications, the portion of the plurality of startup 
applications exhibiting the at least one undesirable characteristic(see Fig. 3, step 590 
and column 14, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 15, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the at 
least one undesirable characteristic includes a particular termination method(see 
column 4, lines 51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 16, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the at 
least one undesirable characteristic includes a time of termination less than a particular 
threshold(see column 4, lines 51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 
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As to claim 17, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the at 
least one undesirable characteristic includes a crash rate greater than a particular 
threshold(see column 4, lines 51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 18, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein each 
of the portion of the plurality loads an icon and wherein the at least one undesirable 
characteristic is use of the icon being below a particular threshold(see column 4, lines 
51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 19, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
analyzing instructions further includes instructions for analyzing at least one behavior of 
the plurality of startup applications, the portion of the plurality of startup applications 
exhibiting at least one aberrant behavior(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29- 
31). 

As to claim 20, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
analyzing step further includes the step of determining whether hardware utilized by 
each of the plurality of startup applications is available on the computer system, the 
portion of the plurality of utilizing unavailable hardware(see column 5, lines 3-5). 

As to claim 21, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
automatically removing instructions further includes instructions for providing a 
notification that the portion of the plurality of startup applications is extraneous(see Fig. 
3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 22, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
automatically removing step instructions includes instructions for allowing a user to 
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indicate whether the at least one of the portion of the plurality of startup applications is 
desired to be removed(see column 8, lines 4-6), and automatically removing at least 
one of the portion of the plurality of startup applications from the startup sequence only 
if the user indicates that the at least one of the portion of the plurality of startup 
applications is desired to be removed(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 23, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
automatically removing instructions further includes instructions for blacklisting the at 
least one of the portion of the plurality of startup applications so that the at least one of 
the portion of the plurality of startup applications is not reentered to the startup 
sequence without the user's approval(see column 8, lines 11-14). 

As to claim 24, Harding discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
automatically removing instructions further includes instructions for allowing a user to 
select between automatically removing the at least one of the portion of plurality of 
applications from the startup sequence and uninstalling the at least one of the portion of 
plurality of applications(see Fig. 3, step 590; column 14, lines 29-33; and column 8, 
lines 11-14). 

As to claim 25, Harding discloses a computer system(computer system 300, see 
Fig. 2) comprising a plurality of startup applications(software programs, see column 4, 
lines 19-20) launched during startup, and a startup application elimination module for 
monitoring at least one aspect(individual modules of each software program, see 
column 4, lines 31-33) of the plurality of startup applications launched during the startup 
sequence(software installation and setup, see column 4, line 11), the startup application 
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elimination module also for analyzing the at least one aspect of the plurality of startup 
applications to based on at least one criteria(changes, see column 4, line 51), the at 
least one criteria indicating whether a portion of the plurality of startup applications is 
extraneous at startup(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31), the startup 
application elimination module also for automatically removing from the startup 
sequence at least one of the portion of the plurality of startup applications that is 
extraneous(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-33). 

As to claim 26, Harding discloses the computer system wherein the startup 
application elimination module further analyzes at least one characteristic of the plurality 
of startup applications, the portion of the plurality of startup applications exhibiting the at 
least one undesirable characteristic(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 27, Harding discloses the computer system of claim 26 wherein the at 
least one undesirable characteristic includes a particular termination method(see 
column 4, lines 51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 28, Harding discloses the computer system wherein the at least one 
undesirable characteristic includes a time of termination less than a particular 
threshold(see column 4, lines 51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 29, Harding discloses the computer system wherein the at least one 
undesirable characteristic includes a crash rate greater than a particular threshold(see 
column 4, lines 51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 30, Harding discloses the computer system wherein each of the 
portion of the plurality loads an icon and wherein the at least one undesirable 
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characteristic is use of the icon being below a particular threshold(see column 4, lines 
51-52 and column 14, lines 27-30). 

As to claim 31 , Harding discloses the computer system wherein the startup 
application elimination module further analyzes at least one behavior of the plurality of 
startup applications, the portion of the plurality of startup applications exhibiting at least 
one aberrant behavior(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 32, Harding discloses the computer system wherein the startup 
application elimination module further determines whether hardware utilized by each of 
the plurality of startup applications is available on the computer system, the portion of 
the plurality of utilizing unavailable hardware(see column 5, lines 3-5). 

As to claim 33, Harding discloses the computer system wherein the startup 
application elimination module further provides a notification that the portion of the 
plurality of startup applications is extraneous(see Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 
29-31). 

As to claim 34, Harding discloses the computer system wherein the computer 
system further includes at least one input/output device that allows a user to indicate 
whether the at least one of the portion of the plurality of startup applications is desired to 
be removed(see column 8, lines 4-6), and wherein the startup application elimination 
module further automatically removes at least one of the portion of the plurality of 
startup applications from the startup sequence only if the user indicates that the at least 
one of the portion of the plurality of startup applications is desired to be removed(see 
Fig. 3, step 590 and column 14, lines 29-31). 
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As to claim 35, Harding discloses the computer system wherein the startup 
application elimination module further blacklists the at least one of the portion of the 
plurality of startup applications so that the at least one of the portion of the plurality of 
startup applications is not reentered to the startup sequence without the user's 
approval(see column 8, lines 11-14). 

As to claim 36, Harding discloses the computer system wherein the startup 
application elimination module further allows a user to select between automatically 
removing the at least one of the portion of plurality of applications from the startup 
sequence and uninstalling the at least one of the portion of plurality of applications(see 
Fig. 3, step 590; column 14, lines 29-33; and column 8, lines 11-14). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:00am to 
3:30pm(EST). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIRS) system. Status information for the 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications are available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael J. Brown 

Art Unit 2116 ^ 




